
The Hammer & Nail 

A group of local individuals heard President Jimmy Carter speaking at Ohio University.  It was during this visit to Athens, when President 
Carter spoke about his and Rosalynõs involvement with Habitat for Humanity International, that a spark of inspiration bloomed into 
something extraordinary. 

Armed with the belief that everyone everywhere deserves a simple, decent place to live, these motivated individuals led what was to be-
come Athens County Habitat for Humanity on a twenty year long road of success.  Since the renovation of its first home in 1991, Athens 
County Habitat for Humanity has completed 25 homes and will be finishing #26 at the end of September.  Closing on this house in Sep-
tember is a great way to celebrate 20 years of service in Athens County. 
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For about a week this summer, my central air-conditioning system was down.  After a visit 

from the heating & cooling expert who replaced the capacitor and added refrigerant, I was 

back in business and the house was comfortable again. 

How fortunate I am to own my own homeñone with central airñand that I am employed and can budget 

for needed repairs.  So many of our neighbors struggle with the basics many of us take for granted: a steady 

job, health care benefits, a safe place to live.  Through Habitat for Humanity,  families can form a partnership 

and get a helping hand to own their own home.  The sense of security and pride of ownership is often the 

beginning of a more stable future for our families.  Habitat families put òsweat equityó hours into the building 

of their homes, working side by side with our volunteers.  When the house is completed, the family signs a 

mortgage and begins making regular payments as any other homeowner does.  These mortgage payments are 

then used to build other Habitat homes.  As Athens County Habitat for Humanity celebrates its twentieth 

year of building homes, we are about to complete our 26th home.  I invite you to join us in our mission to 

eliminate substandard housing in our communityñone family at a time. 

Ohio Universityõs chapter of Habitat for Humanity is continually growing in numbers 

and strength.  We are actively fundraising year-round to support the joint goals of our 

chapter and Athens County Habitat for Humanity.  Our membership has increased 

significantly over the past school year, and our members have become much more 

involved.  We have been helping in the preparation for Cardboard City and are excited 

to participate in another successful year.  OU Habitat will also be sponsoring a 5K 

race fall quarter to raise more house building funds.  We also plan on taking two    

Collegiate Challenge trips this school year, one over winter break and one over spring 

break, to help rebuild in the South.  This spring we will again hold benefit concerts 

and sell treats on Court Street.  We are excited for another fun and successful year of 

building and fundraising!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact us at       Hab-

itat@ohio.edu. 

Sara Flecher, Vice President                                                                                    

Ohio University Habitat for Humanity 



Wow!  20 years helping our friends and neighbors here in Athens Countyñhow the time flies is unbelievable.  It started with helping on a 
home and now, we have just finished our 25th home (sponsored by the Faith Build Coalition).  It is an exciting time because we hope to 
complete our 26th home (both located in Jacksonville) this month. 

Hard work by many dedicated volunteers and many donations from caring people have made this happen.  These volunteers are manyñ 
with a whole range of skills from construction to law to finance to marketing to fundraising to all our committees with oversight from our 
Board.  The donations are just as varied from special occasions to regular routine giving, from a few dollars to many, from carpet to cabi-
nets, from paper clips to computers, from water heaters to windowsñ the gifts just keep coming. 

Thank you. Every single gift is so appreciated and put to good use.  It is an ongoing processñgetting qualified families, getting volun-
teers, and getting enough funds to support it all.  Everyone deserves a safe and decent home, and Habitat creates an opportunity for this 
to happen.  

We do not give these homes away.  The interest-free mortgage is an exceptional financial opportunity which includes just the cost of the 
building but no labor charges.  This all happens through the generosity of time and money given by friends and neighbors like you. 

We hope to start another home in Jacksonville very soon, but we need a site supervisor and additional money to do this.  Will you help?  
Are you able and willing to supervise the building of this new home, or do you know someone else who might fill this crucial need?  
Please let me knowñcall, write, email or stop by the office. 

Another way to help is by giving financiallyñcash, check, or credit card in any amount.  Even with these tight economic times, Athens 
County has continued to support this worthy goal: a simple, decent, affordable home. 

Thanks for being a part of the Habitat mission, 
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Habitat is our name and building homes is our gameé mainly by volunteers.  Without volunteers 

there is no Habitat.  Habitat does not provide free homes.  Homes are sold to families who become homeowners by partnering with Ath-

ens County Habitat for Humanity to purchase their homes with affordable, no-profit, no-interest mortgages.  Because homes are con-

structed principally by volunteers, mortgage payments can be kept reasonable for those unable to obtain conventional financing.  In addi-

tion to making monthly mortgage payments, homeowner families invest hundreds of òsweat equityó hours of their own labor into build-

ing their own house and the houses of other Habitat family partners. 

A majority of our volunteers give their time, money, and energy in this aspect of our organization.  There are construction tasks for all 

skill levels and a willing volunteer can learn and do just about anything on the construction site.  With the exception of a few highly 

skilled tasks such as electrical systems, plumbing and heating, most of our work on a building site is done by volunteers. 

While construction tasks are the primary work of our volunteers, there are other volunteer opportunities.  Each committee of Habitat, as 

well as our Board of Directors, is composed entirely of volunteers.  The following is a list of our committees and their main focuses: 

Family Partnership Committee: Act as liaisons to our family partners. They act as the first line of assistance to our families with their needs. 

Faith Relations Committee: Encourages and coordinates the participation of faith based organizations in support of ACHFH and its endeavors. 

Site Selection Committee: Deals with the process of finding, surveying, choosing, and approving sites on which to build houses. 

Green/Build Committee: Selects floor plans, prepares budgets and monitors progress of our builds while also making our builds more eco-friendly 

and Energy Star approved. 

Family Selection Committee: Recruits and selects applicant families for approval to purchase a Habitat home. 

Fundraising Committee: Raise money for Habitat! 

Other volunteer opportunities include office assistance, helping with periodic mailings, staffing tables at special events, helping with ReStore sales. 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 ~  CELEBRATING OUR 20th ANNIVERSARY 

2:00 pmñ4:00 pm 

Join Athens County Habitat for Humanity at the Habitat House as we celebrate 20 years of serving Athens County 
and bringing affordable, decent homes to the families of Athens County.  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 thru SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 ~ CARDBOARD CITY 2010 

7:00 pm (Saturday) - 7:00 am (Sunday) 

Spend the night in your very own cardboard home and raise awareness for those living in sub standard housing 
throughout Athens County.  Raise money to help ACHFH build homes giving families a hand up not a hand out.  

Athens County Habitat for Humanity has been a proud partner 

agency with Athens County United Appeal                                    

for 10 years and counting 


